
 
Gangalidda Garawa Rangers (Burketown) 

Waanyi Garawa Rangers (NT) 

Bidunggu Rangers (Gregory) 

CLCAC Indigenous Fire and 
Weed Management Project  



PROJECT OVERVIEW 
• Large-scale fire and weed management across 64,000 square km: 

– Implementing early season fire regimes planned in consultation with Traditional 
Owners, undertaken by CLCAC rangers, NT rangers and pastoralists/ land 
managers  with assistance/ support from stakeholders 

– Undertaking strategic weed control (using chemicals and fire) for WoNS along the 
NT border and other key areas identified by Biosecurity Qld 

 

• Training and capacity/ knowledge building within the lower Gulf for 
pastoralists, landholders and rangers to undertake best practice fire 
and weed management 

 
• Effective fire and weed management will protect and enhance 

biodiversity (native flora and fauna) across the landscapes of the 
lower Gulf 



PROJECT STAKEHOLDERS 

• Traditional Owners     
• Pastoralists 
• CLCAC 
• NLC 
• QLD and NT fire services 
• QLD National Parks  
• Southern Gulf Catchments NRM Group 
• Burke Shire Council 
• Biosecurity Queensland 
• NT Weeds 

 





Demonstrating outcomes 

WHY MONITOR?? 
What is measured is understood;  

If you don’t measure results you can’t prove success from failure;  
If you can demonstrate outcomes you can win public support. And ever more 

importantly...  
To provide a demonstrated return on investment!! 

ON GROUND WORKS: 
 
Early season burning 
 
 
Weed control 
 

MONITORING WORK: 
 
Pre/post fire plots & Visual burn 
assessment  (veg surveys) + 
comprehensive NAFI analysis 
 
Weed density measurements & 
mapping, total weed kill counts, 
photo points  
 

Plus Biodiversity 
Monitoring (flora 

and fauna) 





Measurable Key 
Objectives: 
- Early-season 

mosaic burns 
- Prevent 

uncontrolled 
wildfire 

- Creating a fine-
scaled patchy 
burn in Spinifex 
communities 

- Recruitment of 
obligate seeders; 
focus on bush 
tucker and 
culturally 
significant 
species.   



Improved fire and weed management  =  
improved biodiversity outcomes 

• Biodiversity monitoring involves both flora and fauna surveys 
  
• Veg plots & transects, 10 consecutive trapping nights (elliott traps, 
funnel traps, pitfall, harp traps), nightly spotlighting, active day searches 
and all opportunistic sightings recorded.  
 

• Is undertaken in an area that falls within the projects’ broad veg group 
as classified by the Federal Gov’t, is culturally appropriate and has 
significant biodiversity values including fire-sensitive indicator species, 
and culturally significant species.  



Percentage of Project Area burned 
over last 4 years: 

 
• 2011- 25.9% (18,187 sq Km) 
• 2012- 39.4% (27,740 sq Km) 
• 2013- 9.7% (6,812 sq km) 
• 2014 (to date) – 3.3% (2,302 sq km) 





      Fire management Work Group 



Fire Planning for aerial burning program 2014 



Biodiversity Studies Fauna 



Biodiversity Vegetation Monitoring 



Hellsgate Fire Workshop 
 



Fire Training 



Fire Plots 



Aerial Prescribed Burning 



NAFI SCARS 2014 


	�Gangalidda Garawa Rangers (Burketown)�Waanyi Garawa Rangers (NT)�Bidunggu Rangers (Gregory)
	PROJECT OVERVIEW
	PROJECT STAKEHOLDERS
	Slide Number 4
	Demonstrating outcomes
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Biodiversity Studies Fauna
	Biodiversity Vegetation Monitoring
	Hellsgate Fire Workshop
	Fire Training
	Fire Plots
	Aerial Prescribed Burning
	NAFI SCARS 2014

