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22 Fire Weather Warnings(FWW) were issued 2016 across the
NT

— Approximately 50% of the usual average

— 15 were issued from the 15t may to 30t September

— 7 from 15t October to 30t April.

Regular strong wind events were limited, majority FWW
issued based on curing and fuel loads

Early onset of the Top End wet season in September reduced
ongoing fire threat

The 2016 fire season assessment of average or below proved
to be mostly accurate (may have extended area of below
average)
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* Prolonged wet season with all IBRA regions
receiving significant totals leading to increased
fuel loads

* |Introduced grass weed distribution ongoing
effects and spread

* Early strong wind events already occurring
hampering mitigation programs (Top End)

* Loss of funding beyond July 15t for key projects
including the Tanami, Carpentaria Land Council &
BENT Strategic Firebreaks Program
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2016 September rain eased fire
concerns

Rainfall fell regularly and
consistently

Consecutive rain events over the
past 24 months through Central

Australia steadily increasing fuel
loads

Mitigation burning has been
more widespread than usual
including Central Australia

Curing has been inconsistent
across the Territory affecting
mitigation burns
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Process to determine

IERA Region Rainfall Pasture Local Rainfall fine Other Specific Fire Grassy weeds Mitigation Mitigation Mitigation Local Mitigation | Longpad |Local Curing | Suppression
[previous & | Growth Comment accumulated [ accumulated | weeds impactfinfluence | Factors works effectiveness | Comment dock Comment Resource
mths) [previous & fuels fuels [above | GambalBuffel considered plannediimple curing Preparedness
mths] [abowve E00mm]) [estimated mented compari
Sturt Plateau Above Average | Average congiztent rain led to Limited Gamba <13 |gambalittle impact | Grazing & limited STUOLMIL ; STUO Amount of burning | extremely | az expected minimal and
good grass grawth some potentialbo | Prescribed Burning | STUOZ: Average; |ineffective; dependent on inaceurate average
impact, STUOS: Average | STUDZ: western  [individuals
wery effective management
Eaztemn objectives
ineffective
STUDZ: western
effective easten
Gulf Fall & Uplands Above Ayerage | Above congiztent rain led to Limited Gamba <13, |gambalitle impact | Grazing & limited GFUD: Above GFUOL eastern | Amount of burning | inaccurate | as expected minimal and
Buerage good grass growth Grader Grass significant potential [Prescribed Burning | Average; GFUOZ: | Effective, dependent on awerage
presence <103 ko impact, Auerage, western imited  |individuals
effectiveness management
GFL0Z: objectives
ineffective
Gulf Coastal & Gulf Above Auerage | Auverage late rain impacting on Til Til Frescribed Burning & | Awerage Effective Amount of burning | extremely | as expected egtremely Average
Plains curing and mitigation limited grazing dependent on inaceurate minimal and
effort individual awerage
Mmanagement
abjectives
Pine Creek ‘w'ell abowe Abowve average| Large wet zeazon, Gamba »30% wonziderable gamba | Prezcribed Burning, | Ground burning | Wery effective  [Someiszueswith | extremely Primary Auerage
auerage retained sail maisture impact Girazing, APE and AFE. Some accesstocountry  |inaccurate Fesponse Zone | etcept for
impacting mitigation CFI activity. because of large wet Above Buerage, | highly
effart. Lower soil Above average seasan. Mitigation remainder: populated
maisture remains programs in the awerage Litchfield
ahiowe average boveny Priman Response and
much sbove average Zone being hindered Coomalie
and upper zoil moisture due toretained Shire
iz abowe average as at ground which
April 2017, moisturelncreased would be
AFE activity due to Above
TP activity Auerage,
Daly Basin Above Average | Above average| Large wet seazon, Gamba =105 Gamba impacting on| Prezcribed Burning, | Ground Burning | effective but Someizsueswith | extremely Auerage
retained oil moisture fire behaviour and | Girazing, APE and APE. limited CCESE L0 GOURLTY | inaccurate
impacting mitigation increase with zpread Auerage because of large wet
effort Lower soil =season, increased
maisture remains AFE activity due to
abowe average ko very P activity
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e Daly River Basin 2y
* Ord Victoria Plains

e Sturt Plateau .
* MacDonnel Ranges b 4
e Burt Plains
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* Reduced capacity to manage fires in key areas due to
the end of project funding

* High fuel loads across the Territory

e Continuing build up of fuel in Central Australia

e Limited capacity for bushfire management within
remote communities.

* Forecast delayed onset of 2017/18 Wet Season???
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Thank you
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