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2016 what was predicted vs what occurred
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Review of 2016

• 22 Fire Weather Warnings(FWW) were issued 2016 across the 
NT
– Approximately 50% of the usual average 

– 15 were issued from the 1st may to 30th September

– 7 from 1st October to 30th April.

• Regular strong wind events were limited, majority FWW 
issued based on curing and fuel loads 

• Early onset of the Top End wet season in September reduced 
ongoing fire threat

• The 2016 fire season assessment of average or below proved 
to be mostly accurate (may have extended area of below 
average)
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• Prolonged wet season with all IBRA regions 
receiving significant totals leading to increased 
fuel loads

• Introduced grass weed distribution ongoing 
effects and spread  

• Early strong wind events already occurring 
hampering mitigation programs (Top End) 

• Loss of funding beyond July 1st for key projects 
including the Tanami, Carpentaria Land Council & 
BFNT Strategic Firebreaks Program

Factors Affecting 2017



NT Rainfall Anomalies
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• 2016 September rain eased fire 
concerns

• Rainfall fell regularly and 
consistently

• Consecutive rain events over the 
past 24 months through Central 
Australia steadily increasing fuel 
loads

• Mitigation burning has been 
more widespread than usual 
including Central Australia

• Curing has been inconsistent 
across the Territory affecting 
mitigation burns
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Process to determine
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Above Average Fire Potential

• Daly River Basin
• Ord Victoria Plains
• Sturt Plateau
• MacDonnel Ranges
• Burt Plains
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IBRA Regions



2017 Possible Concerns
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• Reduced capacity to manage fires in key areas due to 
the end of project funding 

• High fuel loads across the Territory
• Continuing build up of fuel in Central Australia
• Limited capacity for bushfire management within 

remote communities.
• Forecast delayed onset of 2017/18 Wet Season???



Thank you
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