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A COOPERATIVE RESEARCH CENTRE

1) A joint venture between Commonwealth, End-
users (state emergency, fire and land
agencies) and researchers

2) Pooled value model — sum of the parts greater
than individual efforts
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BUSHFIRE AND NATURAL HAZARDS CRC

From 1 July 2013 under Australian
Government CRC Program

Volunteering Qld

a) $47m over 8 years;

b) Total funds $130M (cash and
in-kind)

Approximately 50 partners:
a) ~30 end user organisations
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BUSHFIRE AND NATURAL HAZARDS
COOPERATIVE RESEARCH CENTRE

38+Projects 200"' 80+

HAZARDS W
AKE { Coovcein

Researchers PhD students

In 2015-16 Financial Year

book chapters Journal papers Conference papers Reports
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WHAT ARE WE DOING?

In scope Out of scope




CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTORS

« R20
« Useis everything
«  Multi-disciplinary

« End-user focussed — not
researcher-led

« Plan early for use.
« Ongoing engagement

« Ongoing communications
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FIRE WEATHER
FIRE OUTLOOK
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HAZARD NOTE

ISSUE 010 SEPTEMBER 2015
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SOUTHERN AUSTRALI

BUSHFIRE OUTLOOK 2015-16

I Avove Noma:
I Normai

OVERVIEW

Upcoming fire season, The outlook Is
developed at an Annual workshop convened
by the Bushiire ang Natural Hazards cre
and the Australasian Fire and Emergency
Service Authorities Councll (AFAC),

Bushfire Potential 2015-16

/‘-..m % afacD

Sy

N assessing the bushiire potential for
AN QIven year, it is important to take into
account not only the amount of rainfall in the
Immediately praceding months byt the long
torm rainfall deficit across southern Australia

Leading into this year, many areas
have A‘L-Hh\!uﬂl'y received below
average annual rainfall across sy ossive
years. This has produced a cumulative
reduction In soil moisture levels ang
Increasingly dry forests ang grasslands

In addition to these long-term trends,
Other climate drivers, such as the ¢ urrently
strengthening El Niflo-Southern Oscillation

m | Al Hazard Notes arg available at www bnhere comau/hazardnotes

b i

A SEASONAL

event across the Pacific and the warmer

waters associated with the indian Ocean

Dipole, may further Increase the Severity

and duration of the upcoming fire season
Such Impacts will ¢ hallenge the limiteg

resources of the fire and land management

agencies and have created the Situation where

each ire season is likely to be more demanding

than the last, both in economic and human costs
The above map shows the bushfire outiook

for southern Australia through to 2016 This map

has been combined with an updated outiook

for the northem Australia bushfire season,

Which was first released in mig July, to show

Sharo on: "
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EDUCATE THE CHILD, EDUCATE THE
COMMUNITY —

Research identified
the importance of
involving children in
active bushfire
preparations for the
benefit of the whole
community.
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VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME




MODELS FOR 'WHAT IF?' SCENARIOS

What if?’ scenario
modelling

Identifying the costs and
consequences of various
options on preparing for
major disasters

Potential impacts on
infrastructure and natural
environments
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ENHANCING EMERGENCY
WARNINGS

Testing the wording and
structure of warning
messages

Understanding how
messages are understood
and translated into action
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 FOCUS ON
NORTH
§ AUSTRALIA

IMPACTS ACROSS
AUSTRALIA

Canned pineapple from Australia is currently in short supply due to unexpected weather
events in the industry. We are endeavouring to provide an alternative
product if your favourite brand isn't available.

We apologise for any inconvenience
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RESEARCH INFORMS FLOOD SAFE
CAMPAIGN

The NSW State
Emergency Service have
used flood research to
back a public flood
safety campaign

774
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MANAGING ANIMALS IN
DISASTERS

Pefts
Farming stock
Native wildlife

For their sake...

Know your bushfire risk...
and make a plan for all your family.

For more information visit www.cfs.sa.gov.au
Bushfire Information Hotline 1300 362 361 (TTY 133 677)

BE

‘) Government of
¥/ South Australia
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POST EVENT STUDIES

iz
HAZARD NOTE B

ISSUE 004 FEBRUARY 2015
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International Jou f

WILDLAND FIRE

Tnternational Assoc
of Wildland

Journal of the International Association of Wildland Fire

9 sroppin core emy)

Vouare b Journals - WF > WF12

)
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JOURNAL HOME >
Aboutthe journal

CAPTURING COMMUNITY BUSHFIRE
READINESS: POST-BUSHFIRE INTERVIEW
STUDIES 2009-2014

Editorial Structure
Publishing Policies

Contacts

CONTENT >

Griine Early

CONTEXT

Most Australian bushfire scientists predict that

Current lssue
Just Accepted

Allssues there will be more frequent severe bushfires

P A e

SpecalIssues threatening life and property, for two reasons

Research Fronts (a) climate change resulting in reduced
Sample lssue. regions: and (b) an increase in the number
20Year Author Index of householders choosing to reside in areas
cAPTuRlNG COMMUNITY MEMBERSI of high bushfire risk. Economic constraints
BUSHFIRE EXPIf
RESIDENTS FO

12 JANUARY }

Report for the Department

Government of Westef
Degartment of Fire & Erf

Jim McLennan
La Trobe University

FORAUTHORS > 4
will limit governments' abilities to fund

Genersl Information
increased agency bushfire suppression

Saope

Submic Artcie capability. Residents will be expected to
Author Instructions assume greater responsibility for their
Open Access. bushfire safety in the future.
Awards and Prizes

BACKGROUND

From 2001, the Australian Fire Authorities

SUMMARY

While governments will continue to fund fire and land management agencies to combat

COMMUNI
AWARENE
OCTOBER

RESEARCH FOR THE

FOR REFEREES >

Referes Guidelines bushfires, there is now an expectation that residents should share responsibility for Council (now the Australasian Fire and

their safety and property protection. Fire agencies expend considerable resources on Emergency Services Authorities Council)
| IA ZA R D NOTI community bushfire safety education. One way to review the impact of these position on
is to interview residents who experienced a serious bushfire threat about their pre-fire community safety in the face of imminent

bushfire threat, culminating in 2005 with

Reviewan Article

FOR SUBSCRIBERS >

Subscrption Prices bushfire risk

. their planning and p . and their actions when threatened

This Hazard Note summarises overall findings from seven post-bushfire interview studies

Customer Service

ISSUE 15 A7 what became known as ‘Prepare, stay and
Topics

TIS EDITION | COMMUNITY SAFETY | a5

Lyndsey Wright (Ed.) ', J

conducted since 2009. A significant percentage of residents interviewed did not believe

that they were at-risk and neither planned nor prepared for a possible bushfire. While

defend or leave early”. This position guided

fire agencies’ approaches to community

| ) 1 SAMPSON F many reported having a plan, written versions of such plans were rare. An appreciable bushfire safety prior to the 2008-2009
LATRGEE Yuve m goint BUSHFIRE E [ o e i v i 54 S eepme et bushiie season On 7 Februsry 2009,
implement their plan safely. Very few residents self-evacuated early on the basis of fire ‘Black Saturday’, the worst bushfires in
O U ? danger weather New to bushfire safety Australia's post-European settiement history,
. need to be developed, trialled and evaluated ravaged communities across Victoria,

Danielle Every, .

Insights on psycholog

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

The studies described in this Hazard Note were conducted by Bushfire and Natural Hazards
CRC and Bushfire CRC researchers, and involved interviews with members of communities
threatened by destructive bushfires in Victoria, Western Australia, Tasmania and New South
Wales from 2009-2014. The studies were conducted at the request of fire agencies in those
states, and their purpose was to inform agencies about how residents understood bushfire

CRC RESEARCH

resulting in 173 deaths and the destruction
of more than 2000 homes. Investigations
for the 2000 Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission, including interviews with
survivors conducted by a Bushfire CRC
research task force, identified generally

low levels of planning, preparation and safe

bnhcrc.com.au




NATIONAL POLICY CONTEXT
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NATIONAL NATURAL HAZARDS RESEARCH
AGENDA

What are the big research questions
across fire and natural hazards for
the next decade?
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Broader than the CRC research program e Do

and current ability to fund necessary

research, it

« Informs the 2017-2021 CRC research
program.

«  Will guide Australian research sector
on high value areas of national
strategic importance.

DBy vige, o
%0 Conyar
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RESEARCH PROGRAM REFRESHED
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KEEPING IN TOUCH

1) Annual conference and Showcase and Research
Advisory Forums

2) Journal publications

3) www.bnhcrc.com.au

4) Hazard News and Hazard Notes — sign up on the website
5) Follow us on Twitter (@BNHCRC) and like us on Facebook
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